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ii. applications for new sites and
extensions to existing sites will not
normally be allowed where they
adversely affect: land and property
owned by the National Trust, Country
Parks and Pienic Areas, sites of
archaeological interest, ancient
monuments, and conservation areas.

Policy P7 (Protection of Green Belts)

Within the Green Belts, approval will
not he given, except in very special
circumstances, for any new facillities

- or extensions to existing facilities,

other than those for the disposal of
waste by:

a) landfill
b) lagooning
c) underground disposal

Policy PB (Safegquarding of Alrports)

Within the wvertical yellow hatched
areas on the Proposals Map,
applications for new sites and
facilities and for extensions to
existing sites and facilities where
putrescible wastes are to be received
will not normally be allowed, except:

i. where bird control measures
can be implemented to a standard
acceptable to the Civil Aviation
Authority.

Policy P9 {Mineral Workings}

Applications for the landfilling of
wastes within surface mineral
workings will not normally be
allowed, except:
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ii. to protect land and property
acquired by the National Trust as
being of scenic, historic or
architectural interests. Also, to
protect sites of historic,
architectural or recreational value,

To comply with the government's

objectives for Green Belts as set out
in Circulars 42/55 and 14/B4 and to
accord with Structure Plan policies
on Green Belts.

To safequard aircraft from bird
strike hazard. Landfill sites, open
treatmant plants and open transfer
stations receiving putrescible wastes
can attract substantial numbers of
birds. It is important to restrict
such sites and facilities around
airports.

i. in certain circumstances, it
is possible to reduce the attraction
of sites and facilities for birds by
the adoption of bird control
measures.

(Also marked on the Proposals Map is
the outer limit of the Civil Aviation
Authority consultation area around
the airperts. Within this area, the
authority requires to be consulted on
all proposals for waste disposal
sites and facilities).

To ensure that waste disposal
operations are only permitted in
suitable mineral workings. In
Cheshire, many mineral workings are
unsuitable for waste disposal
purposes, by reason of location and
hydrogeoclogy.




i. where the landfilling of
wastes is essential to the
restoration of the mineral working to
an agreed afteruse.

Policy P10 (Protection of Mineral
Reserves)

Applications for new sites and for
extensions to existing sites will not
normally be permitted where they
would sterilise land with proven
mineral deposits if mineral
extraction is a more appropriate use
of the land or threaten adjoining
proven mineral reserves,

Policy P11l (Protection of Residential
Amenities)

The County Council will not normally

allow applications for new sites and

facilities and extensions to existing
sites and facilities where:

i. they would adversely affect a
significant number of dwellings;

ii. they would be incapable of
being well screened from public view.

Policy P12 (Highway Considerations)

The County Council will not normally
allow applications for new sites and
facilities and extensions to existing
sites and facilities where:

&7

To ensure that the impact of mineral
extraction is not unduly prolonged by
subsequent waste disposal aperations.

To conserve mineral resources.
appropriate, prior extraction of
minerals will be required before any
waste disposal operations are
permitted.

Where

i. to protect the amenities of
residents. The number of dwallings
that is 'significant' in relation to
a particular proposal will depend
upon such factors as their proximity
to the site, the topography of the
land between the dwellings and the
site, the extent to which the
dwellings are screened by existing
tree cover or the degree of
landscaping included in the
application, and the nature of the
materials to be deposited. This
policy will be taken to apply to
other forms of residential property,
for example, hospitals and elderly
persons’ homes.

ii. to protect the wvisual
amenities of all who live in, or
visit, the surrocunding area.
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i. they would generate traffic
which would have a serious impact on
the environment, particularly if
there would be heavy traffic flows
past a significant number of
dwellings;

ii. they would generate sufficient
traffic to cause undue danger on the
access roads to the sitae.

Policy P13 {Protection of Water
Resources)

The County Council will not normally
allow applications for new sites and
facilities and extensions to existing
sites and facilities:

i. where water resources are
adversely affected by the proposals:

ii. unless they make appropriate

provision for the monitoring of
groundwater guality.

Policy P14 {(Hazard)

The County Council will not normally
allow applications for new sites and
facilities and extensions to existing
sites and facilities where they would
be likely to increase levels of air
pollution, noise, hazard or risk of
hazard, to an unacceptable extent.

Policy P15 (Protection of Jodrell
Bank Radio Telescopes)

The County Council will not normally
allow applications for new sites and
facilities and extensions to existing
sites and facilities where they would
cause undue electrical interference
to the Jodrell Bank Radio Telescopes.

Policy P16 (Location of Household

Waste Sites)

Household Waste Sites and other small
facilities accepting househeold wastes
for eventual deposit elsewhere will
only be allowed if all the following
circumstances apply:

i. to protect the amenities of
the surrounding areas.

ii. in the interests of highway
safety.

i. to prevent pollution of water
regources.

ii. to provide for satisfactory
monitoring of groundwater quality
during and after waste disposal
operations.

Ta limit the possibility of pollution
or hazard.

To protect the efficient working of
the Jodrell Bank Radio Telescopes.




i. they would not adversely
affect a significant number of
dwellings;

ii. they can be well screened, if
necessary, from public view;

iii. ' they would have a good read
access for the number and type of
vehicles to be generated;

i. to protect the amenities of
residents.
ii. to protect the visual

amenities of all who live in, or
visit, the surrounding area.

iii. in the interests of highway
safety.

(Household waste sites were formerly
called Civiec Amenity Sites).

POLICIES GOVERNING THE DURATION AND PHASING OF LANDFILL OPERATIONS

Policy P17 (Duration of Life of Sites)

Applications for new. waste disposal
sites or for extensions to existing
sites must give an indicaticn of the
timescale involved in operaticns and
subsequent restoration. The County
Council will normally limit the
duration of any planning permission.

Policy P18 (Phasing and Direction of
Workings)

Applications for new landfill sites
or for extensions to existing sites
must contain full details of the
phasing and direction of operations.
Applications will only be approved
where they provide for and describe
methods of working which meet the
following criteria:

i. they provide for the phasing
of waste deposition, with the minimum
area of land being used for waste
disposal at any one time;

ii. they provide for the phasing
of restoration operations;

iii. they provide for waste
deposition to take place in a
direction away from the nearest
dwelling or significant public
viewpoint:
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To minimise the disturbance to the
surrounding area and to ensure that
restoration of the completed site is
not unnecessarily delayed.

i. to minimise the disturbance to
the surrcunding area by limiting the
area currently receiving wastes.

ii. to return the site to the
agreed afteruse progressively and as
rapidly as possible.

ijii. to screen waste disposal
operations from public view,

{This policy does not apply to
proposals for lagooning sites, which
generally cannot be phased).




POLICIES RELATING TO LANDSCAPING AND SCREENWNING

Policy P19 {(Landscaping)

Applications for new waste disposal
sites and facilities and extensions
to existing sites and facilities must
contain full details of all
landscaping proposed. Applications
will only be approved where they
provide for and describe methods of
landscaping which meet the following
criteria:

i. they provide for the site or
plant to be adequately screened;

ii. they provide for the retention
of existing healthy tree cover around
the periphery of the site and for the
protection of these trees from the

effects of waste disposal operations;

iii. they provide for landscaping
of the completed site with sufficient
tree cover and hedgerows to be in
keeping with the surrounding area.

Policy P20 {Landform plan)

Applications for new waste disposal
sites or for extensions to existing
sites mast contain full details of
the landform of the completed site.
Applications will only be approved
where they provide for and describe
landforms which meet the following
criteria;

i. they blend with the topography
of the area surrounding the site;

ii. . they have regard to the needs
of surface or subsurface drainage;

iii. they do not have any adverse
effect upon the existing surface and
subsurface drainage of the
surrounding area;

iv. they facilitate the
implementation of the agreed
afteruse;

v. they do not present serious
maintenance problems for the agreed
afteruse of the site;
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i. to minimise wvisual
disturbance.
I I to ensure that existing tree

cover is conserved to provide
screening.

Iii. to ensure that the completed
site blends in with the surrounding
landscape. Also, to provide new
wildlife habitats.

i. to ensure that the site blends
with the surrounding area.

ii. to minimise drainage problems.

iii. to minimise the impact on
surrounding drainage.

iv. to engure that sites are put
to a beneficial afteruse.

v. to ensure that the afteruse of
the site is not prejudiced by
maintenance proklems.




vi. they do not prejudice the
final landscaping of the site.

vi. to ensure that the landscaping
of the site is not precluded by an
unsatisfactory landform.

(Landform plans should include spot
heights and final contours).

POLICIES RELATING TO THE RESTORATION OF COMPLETED SITES

Policy P21 (Scheme of Restoration)

Applications for all new waste
disposal sites and for all extensions
of existing sites must contain full
details of a scheme of restoration.
The agreed scheme of restoration will
be incorporated inte the planning
permission for the sita.

Policy P22 (Creation of Wildlife Habitats)

Where a waste disposal site affects
an area of ecological value, the
scheme of restoration should seek to
recreate the lost habitat. Where the
original habitat cannot be recreated,
than the site shall be restored to
create other wildlife habitats to be
determined by the County Council in
consultation with the Nature
Conservancy Council.

Policy P23 (Afteruse of Restored Sites)

A scheme of restoration will he
related to the planned afteruse of a
site. ‘
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To ensure that restoration of
landfill sites proceeds in a planned
and orderly fashion and does not lag
unduly behind waste disposal
operations.

In considering schemes of
restoration, the County Council will
have regard to the following:

i. That adequate provision of
resources has been made to meet the
cost of restoration.

ii. That adequate account is taken
of the need to deal with leachate,
gaseous emissions, chemicals in
solution and any combustible
materials.

To ensure that the loss of wildlife
habitats through waste disposal
operations is kept to a mininum.

Te ensure that restoration is
compatible with the planned afteruse
of the site.

In considering the afteruse of a
site, the County Council will take
into account the policies of the
relevant Local Plan.
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Policy P24 (Quality of Agricultural

Restoration)

When the planned afteruse of a site
is agriculture, the County Council
will reguire the site to be restored
to a standard that would provide a
lasting agricultural improvement.
Where the original quality of the
site is unknown, then the site shaill
be restored to a standard to be
determined by the County Council in
consultation with the Ministry of
Agriculture.

Policy P25 {(Agricultural Land
Management Plan)

On sites to be restored to
agriculture, the County Council will
require, where appropriate, the
preparation and implementation of a
five year agricultural land
management plan,

In considering schemes of
restoration, the County Council wil]
consult with District Councils to
ensure that the afteruse of a site ig
fully taken into account in the
restoration.

To use waste materials as a means of
raising the agricultural preductivity
of land.

To ensure that a restored site is
returned to a satisfactory standard
of farming. The first five years
after the completion of restoraticn
are critical to the successful long
term farming of a site. Guidance on
the preparation of agricultural land
management plans is given in
Appendix 9.

POLICIES RELATING TO THE RESTORATION OF UNRESTORED SITES

Pelicy P26 (Restoration of Unrestored

Sites)

The County Council will, in
appropriate cases, encourage the
reclamation and landscaping of old
unrestored waste disposal sites,
derelict land and land which has been
subject to subsidence.

72

Te ensure unrestored waste disposal
siteg, derelict land and land
subjected to subsidence is returned
to a beneficial use, where this is
appropriate.




POLICIES GOVERNING THE DISPOSAL OF WASTES BY METHODS OTHER THAN IANDFILL

OR LAGOONING

Policy P27 (Underground Disposal of
Wastes)

The County Council will encourage,
wherever possible, the disposal of
wastes from the salt-based chemical
industry in the underground cavities
left by the extraction of brine.

Policy P28 (Intermediate Treatment
of Wastes) )

The County Council will encourage
intermediate treatment of those
wastes considered to be unsuitable
for direct disposal in landfill or
lagooning sites.

To reduce the need for landfill and
lagooning capacity. Alsoc, to ensure
that the potential of the brine
cavities for waste disposal are fully
realised.

To reduce restoration and aftercare
problems on landfill and lagooning
sites caused by the deposit of these
difficult wastes.

To reduce the need for landfill and
lagooning capacity.

POLICIES RELATING TO THE RECYCLING AND RECLAMATION OF WASTES

Policy P29 (Reclamation of Wastes)

The County Council will encourage the
recycling and reclamation of wastes

wherever this is economic and can be
shown to give environmental benefits.

To reduce the need for landfill and
lagooning capacity,

To ensure that wastes are used
wherever possible as a resource.

POLICIES RELATING ONLY TO THE COUNCIL'S OWN WASTE DISPOSAL OPERATIONS

Policy P30 (Method of Waste Disposal)

The County Council will dispose of
wastes by landfill.

To enable wastes to be disposed of
econcmically.

To enable wastes to he used
positively to reclaim derelict,
despoiled or underused land to an
economically beneficial and
environmentally attractive after use.

{The County Council will seek to own
its own landfill sites. Wherever
possible the County Council will seek
to acguire its landfill sites at
least two and preferably four yaars,
in advance of need).




o

Policy P31 (Provision of New Landfill

Sites)

Within the plan period, the County
Council will seek to acquire and
prepare new landfill sites to serve
the following areas:

i. Warrington, Widnes and
Runcorn.

ii. Chester and Ellesmere Port.
iii. Congleton,

In seeking sites to serve these areas
tha County Council will be governed
by Policies Pl to P15. If no
sultable site can be found, or the
County Council is unable to acquire a
suitable site, then the County
Council will consider entering into a
partnership with another County
Council or a private waste disposal
contractor to jointly prepare and
operate sites.

Policy P32 [Transfer Loading Stations)

The County Council will provide
transfer stations in those
¢circumstances where there are no
landfill sites within a reasonable
distance,

Policy P33 (Household Waste Sites)

The County Council will continue to
operate a comprehensive netweork of
household waste sites throughout
Cheshire. ’

Policy P34 (Household Waste Sites)

The County Ccouncil will upgrade the
layout, facilities and appearance of
existing household waste sites.

Where existing sites are incapable of
being upgraded, then they will be
replaced.

To replace existing landfill sites ip
these areas which will be completed
during the plan period,

To optimise the use of plant and
vehicles and also to facilitate the
early separation and recovery of
wastes.

To serve the needs of Cheshire's
residents by providing a convenient
means of disposing of household
wastes.

To improve the gquality of service
provided by household waste sites as
far as financial resources will
allow.
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Site Licensing Policies.

9.1 The County Council is responsible for determining applications
for site licences under the Control of Pollution Act 1574. The
pelicies set out in this chapter will provide the County Council with
a framework for determining such applications.

Policy L1 Reason and Explanation

Applications for a site licence for
the disposal of controlled wastes by
landfill will normally only be
approved if they satisfy the
following criteria:

i. they have a valid planning i. it is a requirement of the site
permission for landfill operations or licensing system that all landfill
comply with other planning controls; sites must have a valid planning

permission or comply with other
planning contrels, such as the Town
and Country Planning General

) Davelopment Order 1977.

ii. they pose no unacceptable ii. to prevent the pollution of
threat to water resources; water reserves.
iii. they pose no unacceptable iii. to safequard public health.

threat to public health;

Policy L2

Conditions will be attached to site
licences for landfill sipes to ensure

that: v

i. they comply in all respects i. all proposals for landfill
with the requirements of the Health sites have to comply with this
and Safety at Work Act 1974 and any ) legislation.

subsequent amendments;

ii, where applicable, they conmply ii. all proposals for landfill

in all respects with the requirements sites which come within the scope of
of the Mines and Quarries Act 1954 the Mines and Quarries Act 1954 have
and any subsequent amendments; to comply with this legislation,
iii. the proposed types of wastes iii. to ensure that the site is

to be disposed of on the site and the suitable for the proposed wastes andg
proposed method of disposal are the proposed method of disposal.

compatible with geological.and
hydrogeological conditions an the
site;
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iv. they include measures for the
prevention of water pollution, for
example, by the protection of
aquifiers.and watercourses;

V. they include a programme of
preliminary or advance works where
these are essential to prepare the
site for waste disposal operations;

vi. the site is laid out and
operated in a way which minimises
impact on the amenities of the area
surrounding the site;

wvii. they contain provisions for
minimising adverse effects on
adjoining land and property by
controlling dust, grit, litter,
rodents, insects, birds, weeds, noise
and smells;

viii. in those sites where wastes
will decompose, the site shall be so
designed and constructed that gas is
safely dispersed into the atmosphera
or collected;

1. they include provision for the
monitoring of sites by borehcles or
other means in cases where the nature
of the site or the types of materials
to be disposed of require it;

X. the materials to be disposed
of shall not prevent the site being
finally restored to a beneficial
afteruse;

Policy L3

Applications for a site licence for
the operation of plant for the
treatment of controlled waste will
nermally be approved only if all the
following criteria are satisfied:

i. they have a valid planning

permission, or comply with other
planning controls;
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iv. to ensure that the disposal g¢f
wastes does not pollute water courseg
or constitute a hazard to public
water safety.

v. most sites require advanced
works such as the construction of
access roads, bunds, screen mounds
and drainage systems. to be carried
out before waste disposal can
commence .

vi. to minimise the impact on the
area surrounding the site.

vii. to safeguard the amenities of
the area surrounding the site.

viii. to allow for the eventual
satisfactory restoration of the site
and, if appropriate, to allow for
gasses to be utilised.

ix, to enable site behaviour to be
evaluated.
X. t¢ ensure that the long term

use of the gsite is not prejudiced by
the disposal of unsuitable materials.

i. it is a requirement of the
site licensing system that all

"treatment plants must have a valid

planning permission or comply with
other planning controls, such as the
Town and Country Planning General
Development Order 1977,




ij. they pose no unacceptable
threat to water resources:

iii. they pose no unacceptable
threat to public health,

Policy L4

Conditions will be attached to site

licences for plants for the treatment

of control waste to ensure that;

i. they comply in all respects
with the requirements of the Health
and Safety at Work Act 1974 and any
subsequent amendments;

ii. they contain measures where
appropriate for the removal of
residues for treatment elsewhere or
for dispeosal by landfill;

iit, they contain measures where
appropriate for the discharge of any
liquid residues to a sewer or
watercourse;

iv. they contain measures where
appropriate to ensure that the plant
is designed, constructed, operated
and maintained so as to reduce
emissions to the atmosphere to
acceptable levels;

v. they contain provisions for
minimising deleterious effects on
adjoining land and property by
controlling dust, grit, litter,
rodents, insects, birds, weeds, noise
and smells.

Policy LS

The County Council will regularly
monitor all licensed waste disposal
sites and treatment plants and take
such measures as necessary to ensure
strict compliance with the site
licence;

ii. to prevent the pollution of
water resources.

1ii. to safequard public health,

i. all proposals for treatment
plants have to comply with this
legislation.

ii. most forms of treatment result
in untreatable residues which mast be
disposed of elsewhere and not
retained on site for long periods.

iii. many forms of treatment result
in residual wastes in liquid form
which must be safely disposed of.

All such discharges will require the
separate consent of the Water
Authority.

iv. to ensure that treatment plants
are fully compatible with the best
practice available,

v. to safeguard the amenities of
the area surrounding the treatment
plants,

To ensure that the high operational
standards set by the County Council
in the formulation of site licence
conditions are fully achieved.
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Implementation.

10.1 This chapter is concerned with how the satrategy for the future
provision of waste disposal facilities will be implemented, and how
planning and site licensing policies for the location, operation and
restoration of waste disposal sites and facilities will be effectively
carried out, These are discussed in turn in the following paragraphs.

10.2 PROVISION OF WASTE DISPOSAL SITES AND FACILITIES

10.2.1 There are three types of organisation involved in waste
disposal operations which will provide new waste disposal sites and
facilitiaes to meet Cheshire's waste disposal strategy: in-house
disposers, private waste disposal contractors and the County Council.
The contribution to be made by each organisation is to be discussed in
turn.

In-House Disposers

16.2.2 Many of Cheshire's industrial concerns and public undertakings
fully appreciate the over-riding significance of providing adequate
waste disposal facilities to maintain their viable and continuing long
term -operations. Therefore, many of Cheshire's larger industrial
concerns and public undertakings have secured long term capacity in
landfill and lagoon sites sufficient to meet their foreseeable needs
over the plan pericd (up until 1991). There is, in the main, a
similar situation existing for small industrial concerns, although in
a féw cases alternative disposal facilities will have to be found
during the next eight years. Where industrial concerns operate
incinerators and similar facilities there will bhe a need to find
temporary alternative disposal facilities to cater for emergencies and
other unplanned events and the extensive maintenance that such plants
require.

10.2.3 The County Council fully supports the intention of Cheshire's
larger industrial concerns and public undertakings to provide
adequate, long term, waste disposal capacity to dispose of their own
wastes.

10.2.4 Throughout the plan period, there will be a continuing

commi tment to search for, and secure, replacement landfill and
lagooning sites for industry and public undertakings. In some cases,
because of exceptional circumstances, this search may alsc involve
considering alternative means of disposal. The County Council wishes
to co-operate with industry and public undertakings in their search
for replacement facilities.

10,2.5 Most of the replacement landfill and lagooning facilities
being currently sought will not be commissioned within the plan
pericd. However, because of extensive investigations required to
assesg”’the technical, commercial and environmental factors invelved in
evaluating alternative sites, the long timescale required to acquire
the neceszsary land, and the lengthy period of time needed to construct
the new facility, the necessary investigations will have to commence
well within the plan period if long term shortages in waste disposal
facilities for industry are to be avoided.
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10.2.6 Of the three largest in-house disposers in Cheshire, ICI, the
Ship Canal Company and the Central Electricity Generating Board, it is
known that ICT require large scale landfill capacity somewhere in the
Mersey Valley in the Runcorn area to take a wide varlety of industrial
wastes arising from ICI's chemical complexes in North Cheshire. This
site will eventually replace the company's existing landfill site at
Randles Island in Runcorn. In view of the difficulties of finding a
suitable site in this area of the county, the search for the
replacement site will commence within the plan period and the County
Council will co-operate with ICI in the site search.

10.2.7 ICTI have also a need to continue using over the long temm
lagoons and subterranean boreholes for the disposal of liquid
industrial wastes produced from ICI's factories in mid Cheshire. The
County Council will seek to ensure that these disposal facilities are
safeguarded from other competing developments.

10.2.8 The Ship Canal Company have stated that they will need to
secure a site on the Frodsham Marshes in the latter part of the plan
period so that it is available for accepting dredgings from the
western length of the Ship Canal in the early 1990's. The Company do
not require a new site to increase their deposit ground capacity in
the Woolston area.

10,2.9 Recently, the Central Electricity Generating Board obtained
planning permission to raise the bunds around many of its existing
lagoons at Fiddler's Ferry, near Warrington, thereby increasing the
capacity of the lagoons to receive pulverised fuel ash to well beyond
the plan period.

10.2.10 BNearly all the large in-house diposers have development land
banks to ensure that there are few long term problems of acquisition
of suitable land for waste disposal purposes. Wherever appropriate,
the County Council will seek to protect such land banks from other
competing users of land, particularly where there are few, if any,
suitable alternative waste disposal sites.

10.2.11 Producers who dispose of their own wastes are aware of the
technical and environmental problems involved in waste disposal. They
fully appreciate the costs associated with large-scale waste disposal
operations. This awareness engenders a desire by in~house disposers
to reduce the quantities of wastes wherever possible, and to operate
their disposal facilities without detriment to their public image.

10.2.12 Wearly 20 million cubic metres capacity in landfill and
lagooning sites is currently available to producers who dispose of
their own wastes. These sites cover an area of over 500 hectares.

Private Waste Disposal Contractors

10.2.13 Waste disposal contractors provide a commercial service,
mainly to industry, but also to commerce and to households., Many
waste disposal contractors have chosen Cheshire as the centre of their
operations partly because of the large quantities of wastes that are
produced by Cheshire's industrial base and partly due to the close
proximity of Cheshire to the Merseyside and Greater Manchester
conurbations.
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10.2.14 Cheshire has many locally and nationally based waste disposal
contractors whe receive, handle and dispose of wastes from a much
wider area than Cheshire. The County Council has no powers to direct
the scope of their operations, which are controlled solely by
conditions attached to planning permissions and site licences of the
disposal facilities they oparate,

10.2.15 About 2 million cubic metres capacity in landfill sites is
available currently to private waste disposal contractors, covering an
area of some 200 hectares. As this capacity is taken up, private
waste disposal contractors will actively examine all possibilities for
providing replacement landfill sites, both to improve their long term
viability as an important service to industry and to ensure cutlets
for long term contracts.

10.2.16 It is not possible at present to assess either the number,
capacity or location of landfill sites which private waste disposal
contractors consider are essential in maintaining their competitive
position. As many national and regional waste disposal contractors
have established their operations within Cheshire, it is likely that
the demand for privately operated landfill sites will continue to
exceed the landfill capacity needed to cater solely for Cheshire's
waste arisings,

10.2.17 There are sufficient incinerators and chemical treatment
plants operated by private waste disposal contractors within Cheshire
and the region to meet foreseeable needs. The incinerator in
Ellesmere Port has adequate capacity to deal with all expected
regional incinerable liquid waste arisings as well as dealing with a
considerable proportion of similar wastes imported into the region for
disposal, This incinerator has an operational life extending well
beyond the plan period. There are three chemical treatment plants in
the region which can handle a wide range of liquid and sludge wastes.
Two of these plants are in Greater Manchester and the third is in
Runcorn. In addition, there is a plant in Merseyside which is
designed specifically to treat the acidic wastes arising from iron and
steel pickling. These four plants are more than adequate to cater for
any foreseeable demands.

10.2.18 An absence of financial information from the private sector
(taken here to include the private waste disposal contractor and the
in-house disposer) makes it impossible for the County Council to
estimate with any degree of accuracy the cost to the private sector of
providing replacement waste disposal sites and facilities. However,
using current values for the volumetric capacity of existing
privately-owned landfill sites, it is estimated that the investment in
such sites is more than E50 million. Privately-owned incineration and
chemical treatment plants probably represent an investment of more
than £15 million at current costs. The cost to the private sector of
replacing landfill and lagooning sites is estimated at about €8
million per year.

-County Council Waste Disposal Facilities

10.2.19 The County Council currently operates ten landfill sites
wvhich besides disposing of domestic refuse arising from Cheshire's
households, also provides a service to industry, commerce, local
construction firms, civil engineering contractors, hospitals and other
establishments.
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